
Ch. 15- The New 
Frontier and the 

Great Society



Bell Work…
In your groups, discuss how change affects your daily life.  
Compile a list of changes that have occurred within the 
past year that have affected you directly. Examples could 
include:  new policies or a new structure at school; favorite 
stores closing; changes in community athletic programs; etc.

In the 1960s, Americans were ready for a change, and the 
United States adopted many new policies and programs; it 
was a time of the space race, social change, and a time 
when the Supreme Court became actively involved in civil 
rights.



Your Task…
 Students will silently read along as they listen to the Kennedy and 

Nixon’s first live television debate involving the Election of 1960. 

 Students will then watch the same dialogue that took place as 
Americans did back in 1960.

 Students will then meet in pairs deciphering & analyzing the 
primary source video and documents to find reasons and evidence 
to defend a position. 

 Each pair is responsible for completing the questions together. 

 A class discussion will follow using the documents as the basis for 
the conversation. 

 Students will begin reading a secondary source document 
analyzing the significance of the Election of 1960 completing the 
discussion questions for homework.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QazmVHAO0os


Your Assignment…

Copy and answer the following questions into your 
notebook:

1. How did post World War II international events 
influence America’s decision with regards to the 
Election of 1960? 

2. To what extent did television change/influence a 
debate since the “age of television”? 

3. What evidence does the author provide to support 
why many Americans felt that Kennedy had won the 
first debate aired on television?



Bell Work…

Copy and answer the following question into your 
notebook:

In what ways did Kennedy’s election as president 
suggest change?



The Bay of Pigs

1. The CIA was secretly training 1,500 Cuban exiles in 
Central America in order to invade Cuba

2. Wanted to overthrow Fidel Castro, who made Anti-
American speeches

3. Bay of Pigs Invasion- failed attempt of Cuban exiles 
backed by the US to overthrow the Cuban socialist gov’t

4. Poor planning and the lack of US air cover doomed the 
invasion to failure

5. The Bay of Pigs Invasion strengthened Castro’s ties to 
the Soviet Union







The Berlin Crisis
1. Khrushchev demanded the US and its allies recognize 

Communist East Germany as an independent nation 
and to withdraw from West Berlin

2. Kennedy called reserve troops to active duty, launched a 
program to build shelters in the US against nuclear 
attack, and began a troop buildup in West Germany

3. Khrushchev threatened to mobilize troops

4. Kennedy waited for Khrushchev’s next move

5. Berlin Wall- built in 1961 to block East Germans from 
escaping to freedom in West Berlin

http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/berlin-wall










Cuban Missile Crisis- confrontation between the United States 
and the Soviet Union over Soviet missiles in Cuba

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbKCyQn5oTc








Kennedy’s Response 
to Cuba

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYVPx3x3oCg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYVPx3x3oCg


Your Task…

Watch Thirteen Days.

According to the video, why did the Russian pull the 
missiles out of Cuba?

What do you think they mean by “delicate, behind-
the-scenes negotiations?”

Complete the Reading Like a Historian:  The Cuban 
Missile Crisis packet.



Bell Work…

Discuss the following questions with a partner:

Why do you think Kennedy responded to the Cuban 
missile crisis with strong words and quarantine instead 
of military action?

What was the outcome of the Cuban missile crisis?



Peace Corps- trains and sends volunteers to poor nations 
to serve as educators, health care workers, agricultural 
advisers, and in other jobs

Alliance for Progress- provided economic aid to Latin 
America

Flexible Response- response strategy to nuclear tensions 
that involved strengthening conventional US forces so the 
nation would have options other than nuclear weapons in 
times of crisis



New Frontier- nickname given to President Kennedy's 
plans for changing the nation



The Warren Court
1. Supreme Court decisions were responsible for major 

changes in American society

2. Warren Court- refers to the years when Earl Warren served 
as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

3. Ruled that legislative districts must have equal populations, 
guaranteeing that each citizen’s vote has equal weight (one 
person, one vote)

4. Established that the search warrants applied to state and 
local police, states must provide free lawyers to poor persons 
being tried for crimes, a person has a right to a lawyer 
during police questioning

5. Banned formal prayers in public schools and prohibited 
daily Bible readings in school



The Kennedy 
Assassination

History Channel

http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/john-f-kennedy/videos/john-f-kennedy-assassinated


The Kennedy Assassination

1. Kennedy was seeking re-election in 1964

2. Went to Dallas to deliver a speech

3. Kennedy, Governor John Connally, and their wives rode in 
an open car of a motorcade through Dallas

4. Shots rang out from the sixth floor of a schoolbook 
depository building

5. Police arrested Lee Harvey Oswald as a suspect

6. Oswald was killed two days later by Jack Ruby

7. Warren Commission- commission headed by Chief Justice 
Earl Warren to investigate the assassination of President 
Kennedy

















Your Task…

Go to the following website: 

http://www.jfk.org/content/pdf/reading-room/timeline/timeline.html

Read through the events of November 22, 1963.  Record 
five events that you feel changed the course of history 
forever; be sure to explain.

http://www.jfk.org/content/pdf/reading-room/timeline/timeline.html


Your Task:  On the Fence

Question:  Was John F. Kennedy’s assassination a 
conspiracy?

Group 1: Your position on this topic is that JFKs 
assassination was a conspiracy.

Group 2: Your position on this topic is that JFKs 
assassination was not a conspiracy.

Group 3: You’re really not sure what to believe.  You are 
neutral.  



Nova Cold Case:  JFK 
Assassination

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/tech/cold-case-jfk.html


Bell Work…

Copy and answer the following question into your 
notebook:

What impact did Kennedy’s assassination have on the 
nation and the world?



War on Poverty- set of programs introduced by President 
Johnson to fight poverty

Job Corps- program under President Johnson that offered 
work-training programs for unemployed youth

VISTA- domestic version of the Peace Corps that provided 
help to poor communities in the US in the 1960s



Your Task…

Interactive Whiteboard Activities:

Video:  The Great Society



The Great Society
1. President Johnson wanted to improve the lives of Americans 

in his own way

2. Great Society- term for the domestic programs of the 
Johnson administration

3. Johnson saw education as a must, helping set up new 
programs for public schools and the head-start program

4. Medicaid- gov’t program that provides free health care for 
poor people

5. Medicare- health care program for people over age 65

6. Great Society programs were intended to promote a better 
life for Americans regardless of economic status



What was the Great Society?

Health and Welfare Education The War on Poverty
Consumer and 

Environmental Protection

Medicare (1965) 

established a 

comprehensive health 

insurance program for all 

senior citizens; financed 

through the Social Security 

System.

Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act

(1965) targeted aid to 

students and funded 

related activities such as 

adult education and 

education counseling.

Office of Economic 

Opportunity (1964) 

oversaw many programs to 

improve life in inner cities, 

including Job Corps, an 

education and job training 

program for at-risk youth.

Clean Air Act (1963) and 

Water Quality Act (1965) 

supported development of 

standards and goals for 

water and air quality.

Medicaid (1965) provided 

health and medical 

assistance to low-income 

families; funded through 

federal and state gov’ts.

Higher Education Act

(1965) supported college 

tuition scholarships, 

student loans, and work-

study programs for low-and 

middle-income students.

Housing and Urban 

Development Act (1965) 

established new housing 

subsidy programs and 

made federal loans and 

public housing grants 

easier to obtain.

Highway Safety Act (1966) 

improved federal, state, and 

local coordination and 

created training standards 

for emergency medical 

technicians.

Child Nutrition Act (1966) 

established a school 

breakfast program and 

expanded the school lunch 

and milk programs to 

improve nutrition.

Project Head Start (1965) 

funded a preschool program 

for disadvantaged children.

Demonstration Cities and 

Metropolitan 

Development Act (1966) 

revitalized urban areas 

through a variety of social 

and economic programs.

Fair Packaging and 

Labeling Act (1966) 

required all consumer 

products to have true and 

informative labels.



Johnson Doctrine- President Johnson’s philosophy that 
revolutions in Latin America were not just local concerns 
when “the object is the establishment of a Communist 
dictatorship”

Pueblo Incident- North Korean capture of the Pueblo, a 
Navy spy ship, off the coast of Communist North Korea



Your Assignment…

Complete the EdPuzzle Video Quiz:  The Sixties.


